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SUBJECT: POPULATION: DEATH RATE 
REE: (A) NEW DELHI 8019; (B) NEW DELHI 7230 

1 . GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR EXCELLENT REPORTS REEERENCED 
ABOVE. 

2. PLEASE ALSO COMMENT ON FOLLOWING EXCERPT PROM JUNE 22 
ECONOMIST ARTICLE ON INDIA, WHICH CONTRASTS WITH 
CHANDRASEKHAR COMMENT IN PARAGRAPH 5 OF REFTEL (B): 

QUOTE: ONE NOTICEABLE EPFECT OF A DECLINING DIET OVER THE 
PAST FEW YEARS HAS BEEN A RISE IN THE DEATH RATE. INPANTS 
AND OLD PEOPLE ARE THE MAIN VICTIMS. INDIAN DOCTORS SAY 
THAT, ALTHOUGH THERE IS SOME RISE IN CHOLERA, SMALLPOX AND 
MALARIA - AND SMALLPOX IS BELIEVED TO HAVE KILLED ANYTHING 
UP TO 20,000 PEOPLE IN BIHAR ALONE THIS YEAR - THE TWO 
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AND GASTROENTERITIS. BETWEEN 1969 AND 1972 INDIA'S CRUDE 
DEATH RATE ROSE EROM 14 PER 1,000 PERSONS TO 16.9. ACCORD- 
ING TO SAMPLE SURVEYS PUBLISHED RECENTLY, THE DEATH RATE 
IN PARTS OF UTTAR PRADESH REACHED 27.1 PER 1,000 LAST YEAR. 
ENQUOTE. 

3. WHAT IS YOUR BEST JUDGEMENT CONCERNING CURRENT TRENDS 
IN DEATH RATES IN INDIA AND RELATIONSHIP THESE 
TRENDS TO FOOD SITUATION? 
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